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BABYLON 5 EDITION 


JERRY SPEAKS ABOUT “WHAT HIS MOST 


FAVORITE THING IN THE WORLD TO D 


Wise Jerry Doyle’s appearance at l-Con 14 an 
impromptu press conference materialized. The 
interviewers consisted of Michael Zmuda (editor of 
The Centaurian Sentinel), Tony Tellado (host of 
the radio show Sci-Fi Talk), and Howard Margolin 
(host of the radio show Destinies - The Voice of 
Science Fiction). We would like to thank Jerry for 
taking time to sit with us during his busy schedule. 
TT: You mentioned that Casablanca was your 
favorite film. | find that interesting because there 
are a lot of qualities in Garibaldi that | see — a little 
bit of Sam Spade and Rick Blane in his character. 
JD: You know you don't really copy or steal. | try to 
steal (laughter), because when you see someone 
do a mannerism, or a gesture, or something that 
really is cool you just think, “God, | got to use that,” 
because really, acting is about stealing. | think the 
elements of Casablanca are there in BABYLON 5. 
You've got espionage, collusion, crime. It has the 
Casablanca elements. So | think it’s a nice tie-in. | 
see BABYLON 5 as Casablanca in the year 2259. 
lt was rumored that they were going to do a 
Casablanca episode in black and white. 

HM: | can see G'Kar as Sidney Greenstreet. 

JD: Yeah, he'd be great! Andreas Katsulas is a 
great actor. When he puts on that make-up he 
becomes the character. He is a person who's 
much different from who he plays on the show. 
He's kind of a quite, unassuming, nice guy - and 
then he plays these roles where he’s ripping peo- 
ple’s heads off and killing everybody. He’s a good 
actor and it’s a joy to work with him. 

MZ: | think one of the differences between BABY- 
LON 5 and other TV shows is that there is a begin- 
ning and an end to it all. How much of that plot do 
you know, as far as where Garibaldi will be taken? 
JD: | don't know where my character is going. | 
don’t know where the show is going. 

MZ: There are some flashes in the “Babylon 
Squared” episode that transports you into the 
future. Were you told about how that would fit in, 
or were you just going along with the script? 

JD: | don't know, but my interpretation is that the 
flash forward is going to be a premonition of what 
is going to happen on the show, that something's 
going to happen to Babylon 5. There are things 
that have been layered into previous episodes that 
will kind of give you some clues, that will give you a 
direction — without really having a finality to it. It 
leaves it open to your own interpretation. 

HM: Your character is very different from the typi- 
cal science fiction cop, in that instead of being a 
hard-drinking security officer he’s a non-drinking 
security officer. In your case a reformed alcoholic. 


JD: Yeah. | think what's cool about the character 
is that he gets to show what we all go through in 
life. We have relationship problems. We have sub- 
stance problems. He's basically a flawed individual 
and | think that the audience identifies with the 
fact that he is - and a large part of who he : 
is — is never shown to the audience 
because very few people are allowed to get f 
close to him. It’s only when people get 
close to him that he opens-up. He's a fun 
character to play because he’s really 
complex in a lot of ways. 

TT: He's really become more 
fleshed-out this year, too. - 
episodes like “GROPOS.” You 
had mentioned earlier today 
that the way that episode 
was originally written was 
that Garibaldi actually goes 
to bed with Doger. 
JD: When | read the 
script my first instinct 
was “this is wrong.” 
The character had 
been through a lot! | 
think there would get 
to be a point in any- 
one’s life where you 
have to go, “what 


the hell am 

| doing?” 

Plus, the relationship 

with Talia. . . even though its not con- 


summated. | think a long story arc of 
true romance is appearing. | think people like see- 
ing people fall in love, not just meet, go to bed, and 
have the relationship arc over in just one episode. 
So | felt that that was the second reason it was 
wrong. Third, it seemed typical that this would be 
an interesting twist, not to do the the obvious. It 
was also interesting that the woman was the 
aggressor and the male was being pursued. | 
thought it was important that the characters stay 
true to what was going on with this arc. | just 
thought that it didn’t jive with the character, and 
the response that I've gotten is 99 to 1 that it was 
the way to go. 

HM: You mentioned Garibaldi's relationship with 
Talia. Has that been written to reflect your relation- 
ship with Andrea? 

JD: The relationship between the two characters 
are not yet defined. | asked Joe, “What's the deal? 
Where are we going?” There was talk about her 
having a relationship with someone else. Its impor- 
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tant to know certain things because specific acting 
is important. Knowing where something is going 
helps to a degree in a relationship . . . am | having 
a relationship with Talia or not? Even in meetings 
that we've had, there have been subtleties in the 
text that suggested that the relationship was 
` going somewhere. A decision hadn't been 
made until recently as to what has been hap- 
s pening to her character. Now that that deci- 
sion has been made, you can play it in a 
more specific way. 
, MZ: How are you accepting 
your fans, and the way the 
| world is changing for you. 
£ Someday you may be sati- 
¿ rized on Saturday Night Live 
| as an aging security officer. 
JD: That's fine. As | said 
_ earlier, celebrity, for a 
& lack of a better term is 
something that is part 
= and partial to the 
= business. Nobody 
had asked you to 
do this, and it 
comes with the 
turf. It has been 
for the most part 
good. | haven't 
a had any prob- 
lems. 
Occasionally there’s 
a wacko or two out there that 
thinks you are their long-lost soul 
mate. You get a 14-paged single spaced letter 
every two weeks - with no indentation and no punc- 
tuation - someone with too much time on their 
hands. People calling on the set every three days, 
wanting to know all of the details about your life. | 
mean that stuff is a little weird. 
TT: What was your audition process like? 
JD: | got called in towards the end. | had been told 
that there was a big number of people that they 
already had seen. | walked in, and | think somebody 
had said, “You're here for the role of . . . ” And | 
said, “I hope you know, it’s your show.” And they 
said, “Garibaldi?” | went, “Mr. Garibaldi.” Sometimes 
it just clicks. | was lucky to be there, the timing was 
right. They perceived | had a certain degree of tal- 
ent, it all kind of fell together. I'm sure that there 
were people that did a much better audition, but 
for whatever reason, whether it's the physical look, 
whether its the mannerism, whether it's the way 
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BS AT I-CON 


he annual l-Con conventions held at Stony 
Brook University on Long Island have 

always been a mecca for sci-fi enthusiasts, 
and in the past couple of years an opportuni- 
ty for BABYLON 5 fans to meet some of the 
people that are involved with the series. This 
year’s event (March 31-April 2) presented 
Jerry Doyle as a Media Guest of Honor. 

Each day Jerry spoke with an enthusiastic 
crowd that wasn't afraid to ask him ques- 
tions concerning Garibaldi and his personal 
life. Friday night Jerry surprised the audi- 
ence with the announcement that he was 
engaged to marry Andrea Thompson, with a 
wedding planned for May. Saturday after- 
noon he shocked the audience with the 
announcement that he had spoke with exec- 
utives the previous night and had been told 
that B5 had been canceled. Just as tears 
started to form on the eyes of the audience 
he followed up with “April Fools!” Sunday he 
further discussed his life with Andrea, his 
love of cooking, fine wine, and gardening. 

On Saturday Jerry seemed very con- 
cerned for the paying audience when he had 


Bob Larkin with one of the covers that he illustrat- 
ed for the covers for the BABYLON 5 novels. 


to appear on stage with a sound system 
that was out of order for about 30 minutes. 
He did his best at shouting over the back- 
ground noise that was coming from the 
nearby dealers room. As if it was a continua- 
tion of a bad April Fools joke his appearance 
on Sunday was again hampered by a non- 


working sound system, which was this time 
out of order due to a power outage that 
affected the entire gymnasium. Jerry 
blamed it on Siddig El Fadil who was signing 
autographs at the time on the track that 
was overlooking the stage. A power genera- 
tor was brought in about half-way through. 
He didn’t let the obstacles dampen his good 
nature either day and continued to be amus- 
ing and willing to answer any question, even 
the one about his future role in the series. 
According to Jerry he only reads the current 
script, and though he has access to the 
show's bible he prefers not to read it. 

Other B5 related guests at -Con 14 
included Peter David and Arne Starr. Bob 
Larkin (the illustrator for the covers of the 
B5 novels), as well as Tim DeHaas (writer 
for the B5 comic book) and his wife Diane 
were spotted. 

The Centaurian Sentinel had a fan table 
which displayed flyers for B5 clubs, newslet- 
ters, fanzines, and some great posters that 
DC Comics had dropped off (they went fast!). 
lt was great to talk with all of you who had 
stopped by to say hello, it was nice to place 
names with faces. * 


UPCOMING CONVENTIONS WITH BABYLON 5 PERSONNEL 


Be aware that guest changes may occur 
due to last minute problems. * 


lowa State University, spring 1995, Ames, IA. 
J. Michael Straczynski will be at a seminar to 
speak on technology in popular culture, and how 
science fiction affects today's technology. For 
more information: Theresa M. Benson, 

tmbenson @iastate. edu. 


LepreCon 21, May 26-29, Francisco Grange 
Resort, Casa Grande, AZ. Richard Biggs, John 
Vornholt, and D.C. Fontana are scheduled to 
appear. Contact: LepreCon 21, PO. Box 26665, 
Tempe, AZ 85285; 602/945-6890; 
m.willmoth@genie.geis.com; mwillmoth@bix.com; 
761 70.1037 @compuserve.com. 

Sci-Fi Mega Show, May 27-28, Anaheim 
Convention Center, CA. B5 stars to appear: JMS 
(Sun.), Bill Mumy (Sat.), Claudia Christian (Sat.). 
Contact: Creation Entertainment, 411 N. Central 
Ave. #300, Glendale, CA 91203; 818/409- 
0960. 


Big Bang Convention, June 24-25, Villa Park, IL. 
Peter Jurasik, Mira Furlan, Bill Mumy, Michael 
O'Hare, Walter Koenig are confirmed to appear. 
Contact: Convention Management Corp. 
708/529-7318. 

Atlanta Comic & Fantasy Fair, June 23-25, 
Odeum, Atlanta, GA. Claudia Christian is scheduled 
to appear. Call 404/507-7000 for more informa- 
tion. 

Chicago Comic Con, June 30-July 1, Rosemont 
Convention Center, Rosemont, IL. JMS, Michael 
O'Hare and Peter David will be appearing. Contact: 
Chicago Comico, 6830 Camden Road, Downer 
Grove, IL 60516; 708/852-2514. 


Magnum Opus Con, July 13-16, Callaway 
Gardens Resort in Pine Mountain, GA. Bruce 


Boxleitner and Patricia Tallman (telepath from the 
pilot) will be there. For more information: e-mail 
fredg@vnet.net. 


Toronto Trek IX, August 4-6, Toronto, Canada. 
Everett Burrell (B5 special effects makeup design- 
er) and Mira Furlan are scheduled to appear. For 
more information: e-mail vonthorn@io.org or 
C.LYON@genie.geis.com, or mail Toronto Trek IX, 
Suite 0116, Box 187, 65 Front Street West, 
Toronto, Ontario M5J 3G2. Tel: 416/699-4666, 
FAX 416/699-5512. 

Crescent City Con, August 4-6, Quality Inn, 
Metairie, LA. Michael O'Hare is scheduled to 
appear. For more information contact Crescent 
City con at 504/833-8211. 

Starquest ’95, August 18-20, San Jose, CA. 
Featuring Michael O'Hare and Walter Koenig. For 
more information: Starquest 95, PO. Box 56412, 
Hayward, CA 94545-6412. Include a SASE. 
CopperCon 15, September 8-10 , Days Inn, 
Phoenix, AZ. Larry DiTillio will be appearing. 
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Contact: Coppercon 15, Box 82303, Phoenix, AZ 
85071-2303; 602/973-2054. 


WOLF 359 - The Gathering, September 15-18, 
Manchester, England. Guest of Honors will include 
J. Michael Straczynski, Michael O'Hare, and Mira 
Furlan. Contact: WOLF 359, 37 Branksome Road, 
Southend - on - Sea, Essex 552 4HG, England. 
Rising Star 4, September 29-October 1, Glenvar, 
VA. Richard Biggs and Spice Williams is scheduled 
to appear. Contact Rising Star Prod., 545 Howard 
Dr., Salem, VA 24153; 703/389-9400. 
Farpoint ’95, October 6-8, Hunt Valley, MD. 
Bruce Boxleitner WILL NOT APPEAR due to 
schedule changes. 

ROBOCON 110, October 6-8, Grand Hotel, 
Anaheim, CA. Ardwight Chamberlain (also voice of 
Zor Prime and scriptwriter for the Robotech saga) 
will be the GOH at ROBOCON 10. Contact: ROBO- 
CON 10, RO. Box 3206 Anaheim, CA 92803. 
LaGrange Con, October 27-29, Cleveland, OH. 
Bruce Boxleitner is scheduled to appear. 


No. 
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material returned. “Interesting place you have here.” * 


DO YLE continued from page 1 


you relate to people at the casting process. I've 
been involved in casting the show in the past two 
years. Sometimes I'll hang-out outside, watching 
the actors talking to each other, how they relate, 
what their mannerisms are. And then they'll come 
through the door, and its not the same person 
that's outside. The audition process can be a little 
bit intimidating if your not used to it, or if your not 
comfortable in that kind of area. I'm sure that 
there are a lot of great actors that don't get an 
opportunity to show that they are great actors 
because the business end of the business hates 
them. But if they could get a chance to show you 
what they can do you would go, “Man, that 
actor's really good!” The business thing can be 
kind of rough. 

HM: Being on a show like BABYLON 5, much 
like the actors involved in Star Trek, you've got a 
meal ticket for life. How does that feel, knowing 
you basically have a level of mortality. 

JD: | was approached on having a fan club 
and | thought it was really strange. 
The guy that landed that DC 10 in 
lowa, does he have a fan club? 
He should. Do the teachers of 
your children have a fan 
club? They should. Does 
your mailman have one? | 
just found it very strange 
that somebody wanted 
to have a Jerry Doyle 
fan club. It took a letter 
from a woman in, | think 
it was Des Moines, lowa, 
that said basically, “You 
give us an hour of enter- 
tainment every week, and 
this is our way of saying 
thank you for allowing us to go 
along for the ride with you.” | 
think its great, to a certain 
degree. There are people in our 

lives everyday that do great things. And for what- 
ever reason actors, writers and Hollywood type 
people are the ones that are most in the forefront 
of everyday life. | heard that we are America’s roy- 
alty, as England has kings and queens, the United 
States has actors or celebrities. Its part of the 
turf. | don’t buy into it because, as | said, there 
are people everywhere doing things that are 
important. If the guy doesn’t pick-up my trash it 
screws-up my whole week because there is all this 
crap outside of my house - | want it gone! So is he 
more important to me as | am to him? He's more 
important, | want the trash taken away! The whole 
idea of celebrity is new to me. If somebody enjoys 
what | do - that’s great. So, we as actors are in 
an important position to have people tell us that 
they like what we do. And people who do a really 
good days work sometimes don’t get enough of 
that feedback in what they do. 

MZ: Duck Dogers ... when he first appeared 
you were watching a Duck Dogers cartoon. Was 
that your idea, or was that from Joe? 

JD: No, that's all Joe and Warner. | guess, obvi- 
ously, Warner Bros. has an opportunity to exploit 
an outlet for the merchandising market - so why 
no do this? Subliminal advertising. Its great mar- 


Jerry Doyle does his 
“tough guy” look. 


keting for product placement. I'm not a cartoon 
fan per say, I’m not against cartoons. Its busi- 
ness. You gotta understand that there is business 
involved with any form of “art”. It got to the point 
where it started getting absurd. Every time | went 
into my quarters there was more and more of this 
merchandising. They would have these stuffed ani- 
mals on the bed. | was just like . . . no! So | tried 
to scale them back just a little bit. 

TT: | wanted to ask you if you did do that Jerry 
Doyle cookbook what would be the ace dish that 
you would include. 

JD: (long pause) It’s hard to pick-out one thing. | 
just love food and wine. | make a lot of Northern 
Italian stuff, a lot of seafood. Andrea is probably 
one of the best non-professional chefs | have ever 
come across. We like being in the kitchen, cook- 
ing. It's fun because it's therapeutic to a 
degree. You've got this whole world 
knocking at you all day long, and you're 
working all day. We're all on this tread- 
mill - we're gerbils and hamsters run- 
ning in the cage. The wheel doesn’t go 
anywhere but it’s going at 100 miles an 
hour. The business of life to me is very 
important. We get so little time to 
live life, that when you get a chance 
to get in the kitchen, and the two of 
you are grooving, and you're working 
on a meal, and your cooking, and 
your drinking wine, and your laugh- 
ing . . . everything else is gone. It’s 
just about those moments. We love 
being in the kitchen and having 
people over. You know, hacking out 
ideas - six, eight, ten people. | think 
that the dining room table, or the liv- 
ing room, or the kitchen is a really 
important room in the house. It’s 
where everybody comes together 
and talks, share ideas, eats good 
food. So again, she's fun to cook with. 

HM: Did the two of you hit it off immediately, 
or was it a very gradual joining. 

JD: Well, seeing as we have a 2 '/ year old son, 
and we've only been together on the show for 
about 1 1⁄2 years, | think we hit it off well. (laugh- 
ter) Long before the show! 

MZ: \WVhat type of working relationships do you 
have with the other cast members, producers, 
directors? Is it an atmosphere where you go in in 
the morning, and like most people they are just 
waiting for five o'clock and they are out the door. 
JD: Nope, there’s nobody like that on our show. 
We have fun! | know what business is like when 
you don’t want to be there, and when you work 
with people who don't want to be there - its a real 
drag. We have great comradery. There's a great 
energy in the creative process. Somebody's trying 
out new wardrobe, somebody's trying out new 
make-up. You got a new actor that's coming in as 
a guest star, you got a new director, you got a 
new script writer. So the changes and working 
with new people . . . it's fun. We tell jokes, we 
laugh, we make fun of each other. We read the 
reviews, we trash the reviewers. We sit in the 
trailers in the morning for make-up and discuss 
life, liberty, politics. We get into screaming match- 
es — “you're a Democrat, you're a Republican, 
you're on the left, you're on the right, you're an 


asshole, so are you!” It’s fun, | mean days are fun. 
That's the only way | can describe it. That's why | 
like doing it. Because it's fun! 
TT: Do you have a favorite Garibaldi episode? 
JD: | always say its a “lay down” . . . first episode, 
second season - in a coma, said nothing, full 
salary. | don’t even have to think about that one. 
You're laying on your back, your eyes are closed, 
someone's writing you a check, you don’t have to 
memorize lines, you don’t have to be perky. | can 
stay out 24 hours, smoke three cartons of ciga- 
rettes, and drink a case of bourbon, show up for 
work and I'll be perfect. | have the highest dollar 
per word average on the show. 
HM: Last year when Michael O'Hare was here at 
Con (April 1994) he was button-holing everybody 
in creation to write their station to support BABY- 
LON 5. At that point did he know the wouldn't be 
back for the second season? 
JD: | think we wrapped at the end of March, | 
don’t know exactly when the decision was made. | 
know | got the pick-up notice at the end of May. | 
don't know if he knew or not. 
HM: \Vas it a surprise to the cast members 
when he didn’t come back and was replaced by 
Bruce Boxleitner? 
JD: Well, it was a surprise. Anytime you have a 
cast change its a surprise. It's especially a drag 
when it happens to you. Decisions are made 
based on a number of factors and whether you 
like decisions, or don't like decision, or you support 
them, or go against them, there are elements 
that you just don't have any control over. You hear 
so and so got canned. You're like . . . huh, okay. 
Well I'm still here, that's good. And you go on. 
When Bruce got hired there were a lot of names 
bouncing around for the role. Bruce is a good 
actor, he is fun to work with. 
MZ: Do you have a favorite guest star that you 
had acted with? 
JD: Hmmm. . . Dwight Shultz. | forget the 
episode, but Dwight played a post war, post trau- 
matic stress syndrome guy, and | thought he was 
awesome. Just watching him, working with him. | 
thought he was brilliant, and he did a great job. | 
wish that we had more time to explore that 
episode just to see what else he could have done 
to the character. My understanding was that 
there was talk of bringing him back, but | haven't 
seen anything to date on that. | thought that he 
was very, very strong. 
HM: There are weeks that can go by on the 
show were Andrea doesn't appear. Is there any 
professional rivalry at home? 
JD: | think there are five cast members that have 
series regular in 22 contracts. That would be 
Bruce, myself, Claudia, Richard, and Mira. Then 
there are five or six that have 13 episode con- 
tracts, of which Andrea has one. Just because 
you have a 13 episode guarantee doesn’t mean 
that they are going to use you for all 13. Andrea 
had a 13 episode guarantee and she only did six. 
It's such an ensemble cast, there is only so much 
story to go around for so many people. There is 
no rivalry involved between us. It actually works 
out quite well because if I'm shooting alot of the 
time she's not. So she’s home with the baby. And 
if she shoots and I'm not then l'm home with the 
baby. It worked out quite well. * 

Michael Zmuda 
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Profile: As Minbar was to claim victory over Earth during the 
Earth/Minbari War the Minbari discovered something that had 
changed the way in which they viewed humans. Over a period of 
2,000 years the Minbari had found that they were loosing the 
souls of Minbari who died, where in the past they reincarnated „iñ 
other Minbari. With each generation there were fewer souls being 
reborn, and it seemed that the ones that’were reborn seemed to 
be less equal to those who came before. During the Battle of the 
Line the Grey Council took a human on board their cruiser to inter- 
rogate. During the scan it was discovered that the. member of the 
Earth force, Jeffrey Sinclair, contained a Minbari soul. They 
scanned other humans and found that they also contained Minbari 
souls, in whole or in part. Since Minbari:do not believe in.killing 
other Minbari they had to reverse their action and surrender for 
peace. 

When Delenn took her position, posing as the Minbari ambas- 
sador on Babylon 5, she was one of the nine members of the Grey 
Council. She was to form a bridge between humans and Minbari, 
in search of the reason why Minbari souls were making an exodus. 

Delenn was offered the leadership of the Grey Council but turned 
it down so that she could continue her role in a prophecy involving 
a struggle between darkness and light. Using a Minbari device she 
started a metamorphosis process, which put her in a chrysalis 
state - she became part human. In exchange Commander Jeffrey 
Sinclair was reassigned to Minbar as the first human ambassador 
to visit their homeworld. Through this exchange it is hoped that a 
greater understanding between the Minbari and Humans would 
form. 

Since after the Earth/Minbari War the majority of power on 
Minbar was granted to the religious caste, but now things have 
been changing with the warrior caste having a greater voice in 
decision making process. Some of the Grey Council thought that 
Delenn had become a traitor, living out some kind of fantasy as 
part human. They believe that prophesy would have attended to 
itself, and Delenn is interfering with it. She must continue her 
struggle to keep the peace. 


Credentials: Delenn is played by Mira Furlan. She has most 
recently appeared in the TV-movie “My Antonia”, and in the stage 
productions of “Yerma,” “Ave Fenix,” “Don Juan in Hell,” and “Baal.” 
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Captain John J. Sheridan 


Profile: The commanding officer on Babylon 5 is Captain John 
Sheridan. After Commander Jeffrey Sinclair was reassigned as 
an Earth ambassador to Minbar President Clarke assigned 
Sheridan to the post on the Earth Alliance station. Clarke felt 
that the Minbari were having too much of an influence on 
Babylon 5 and placed him, in command since he had a certain 
reputation with the Minbari. 

Sheridan was born in midwestern United States. Since his 
father was a diplomatic.envoy with the Earth Alliance he became 
experienced: international dealings. He eventually graduated up 
through the ranks from:pilot to a starship crew member. 

He became infamous with the Minbari during the 
Earth/Minbari War by becoming the only Earth Alliance 
Commander.to have won a battle against them. Sheridan had 
mined the asteroid belt between Jupiter and Mars, destroying 
the Minbari Flagship Black Star and three cruisers in the 
process. The Minbari felt that he earned this honor dishonorably 
and have nicknamed him “Star Killer.” 

Sheridan's wife, Anna, was a science officer on the Icarus, an 
exploratory ship. She died in 2256 when the ship exploded dur- 
ing an investigation of ruins of an ancient race that was out on 
the rim. 

Sheridan has a sister named Elizabeth Sheridan who was good 
friends with his wife. 


Credentials: Bruce Boxleitner plays Captain John Sheridan. 
Bruce is best know for his role on the TV series “Scarecrow and 
Mrs. King. He has also appeared in Bring 'Em Back Alive,” and 
has had a part on “The Mary Tyler Moore Show.” 

He also appeared in TV movies, including four of the “Gambler” 
movies, “East of Eden,” “Gunsmoke V: One Man's Justice,” “Fly 
Away,” “From the Dead of Night,” "Red River,” “Wyatt Earp: 
Return to Tombstone,” “House of Secrets,” “The Secret,” “Double 
Jeopardy,” “Till We Meet Again,” “Bare Essence,” and “The Town 
Bully.” 

His movie experiences have included “Tron,” “Kuffs,” “The 
Babe,” and “The Baltimore Bullet.” 

Bruce's early stage appearance was in “Status Quo Vadis.” 


Points of Departure (#201 - second season begins) 


The date: January 8, 2259. 

board the the Earth Alliance starship Agamemmonon Captain 

John Sinclair has just prevented a hijack attempt by raiders. A 
message comes in from Earthdome, it is General William Hague, 
joint Chief of Staff. The Trigati, a rogue Minbari warship, has been 
sited close to the Babylon 5 station. Sheridan is told to be prepared 
to make contact with them. Sheridan’s last experience with the 
Minbari was during the Earth/Minbari war when he had taken-out of 
service a Minbari flagship and three cruisers by mining an asteroid 
belt. Sheridan is then asked to take command of B5. 

Aboard B5 things are getting out of hand for Commander Susan 
Ivanova. She is filling in for the absent Commander Jeffrey Sinclair 
who was recalled to Earth five days ago. G'Kar has taken leave, 
Delenn is still in her chrysalis, and Chief Warrant Officer Michael 
Garibaldi is still in critical condition. 

Hague contacts Ivanova and tells her that Sinclair has been reas- 
signed permanently — he will become the first human ambassador to 
be stationed on the Minbari Homeworld. Once again the Minbari 
specifically requested that Sinclair fill an important position. Hague 
also tells her about Sheridan's arrival. Ivanova has served under him 
once before, at the transfer point near lo. 

Lennier is holding vigil over Delenn. Another Minbar named 
Hedronn enters and states that Delenn jumped the gun on her trans- 
formation. “Now we are committed to the path . . . It’s time they 
(humans) must be told the truth,” he states. 

Sheridan boards and Ivanova takes him on a tour of the station. 
She asks why he was the replacement for the station. He explains 
that on the Agamemmonon he worked with many of the Non-Aligned 
Worlds, the Centauri, the Narns, some Minbari. Sheridan was also 
President Santiago's first choice to replace Sinclair in an emergency 
situation. 

Hedronn meets Kalain, who appears to be a Minbari of the war- 
rior caste. Kalain warns him to leave Babylon 5 if he values his life. 
Many Minbari are upset that Sheridan, the “Star Killer,” has taken 
control on Babylon 5, and Sinclair has been assigned to Minbar. 

As Sheridan is giving his introductory good-luck speech at the 
C&C a request from security to speak to Sheridan comes in - it 
involves the safety of the station! 

Kalain, who was second in command on the Minbari flagship 
Trigati during the Earth/Minbari War, has not been seen since the 
end of the war. When the ships were to surrender at the end of the 
war Sineval, the commander of the Trigati, decided to take his own 
life as a martyr rather then obey and surrender his ship. Kalain 
assumed command and took the ship and its crew into exile. They 
felt that they were betrayed by Minbar. 

Hedron blames Sheridan, “If there is doom on this station it is 
because you brought it here.” Sheridan suspects that Hedron is of 


the Grey council, which would explain why Hedron would be able to 
come in contact with Kalain. Ivanova and Sheridan believe that Kalain 
is coming to kill Delenn, the first representative of the Minbari. 

Security catches up to Kalain just as he enters Delenn’s quar- 
ters. He is questioned by Sheridan. Kalain insists that he was not 
going to kill Delenn since Minbari do not kill other Minbari. He is on 
Babylon 5 for another reason. 

Lennier catches up to Sheridan and Ivanova to explain why 
Sheridan is on Babylon 5, why Sinclair is not, and why the Minbari 
surrendered. After three years the holy war that began after a 
Minbari leader was killed by an Earth Explorer Division was almost 
over. Minbari persuaded Earth forces back to Earth. The Grey 
Council, who were overseeing the battle, decided to bring one human 
fighter on board to find out what Earth’s defenses were since they 
were so insistent in fighting a war that they could not win. Sinclair is 
the first human to be taken on board and is tortured and interrogat- 
ed. This is also the first time that the Grey Council has direct contact 
with humans. During the course of the scan the council discovered 
that Sinclair possessed in part, or in whole, a Minbari soul. They 
took other humans in and found the same thing. This is the reason 
why the war was stopped. The council could not tell the generals why 
the fighting had to stop — it would cause the entire Minbari structure 
to unravel. The reason why Lennier is telling them this is to warn 
them that changes are coming, “Sinclair is first, there will be many 
others.” 

A Minbari cruiser comes through the jumpgate with its weapons 
armed. Kalain takes a tooth out of his mouth and opens it to expose 
poison that he swallows. The Trigati demands that Kalain was illegally 
arrested and they demand his release. The cruiser releases fighters 
and Babylon 5 releases starfurys. Kalain is found dead. 

The Trigati was waiting to be provoked into war. Sheridan com- 
mands the fighters to hold their positions and sends a message in a 
tight-beam transmission through the jumpgate. Almost instantly the 
jumpgate reopens and a Minbari cruiser comes out, ordering the 
Trigati to surrender. Since the renegade Minbari could not go home 
they were to die with honor. The Trigati attempts to flee through the 
jumpgate but the cruiser slices off its engine. The Trigati’s fusion 
reactor reaches critical and explodes. Its last message is “Honor.” 

The war cruiser say that the crew of the Trigati will be mourned 
since many were hero's. Sheridan will be remembered for this inci- 
dent. Sheridan feels that President Clarke sent him to Babylon 5 
because the Minbari do not trust him as they did Sinclair. 

Lennier is still waiting by Delenn. He mentions that he wished he 
could have told Sheridan and Ivanova about the great enemy that is 
to return, and how prophesy says that two sides of the spirit must 
unite against the darkness so that it can be destroyed. Earthers will 
discover this on their own. 

Sinclair gives his “last best hope of Earth” speech to an empty 
C&C. 

Kalain is played by Richard Grove, Hedronn by Robin Sachs, 
General William Hague by Robert Foxworth. This episode was written 
by J. Michael Straczynski, produced by John Copeland and directed 
by Janet Greek. 


BABYLON 5 STARS TO ATTEND BIG BANG 


s of press time Peter Jurasik, Mira 
Furlan, Bill Mumy and Michael O’Hare 
have confirmed that they will be appearing at 

“Big Bang.” 

Concerned with the disappointment of 
BABYLON 5 fans who had planned to attend 
the convention in June a decision was made 


to attend. There was a concern that many 
fans might have lost a refund on their air- 
fare or convention package. 

Last month Convention Management 
Corporation, the organizers of the show, 
confirmed that all B5 related personalities 
had planned not to attend because of legal 


problems that CMC was having with Warner 
Bros. All support from Warner Bros still has 
been pulled from the event. 

Claudia Christian is scheduled to appear 
at the Atlanta Comic Book & Fantasy Fair 
during the same weekend. See page 2 for 
more information * 
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In Harm’s Way (#3, 3/95) 


Writer: Mark Moretti; artist: Carlos Garzon 


n Minbar, 

Delenn is visit- 
ing Sinclair follow- 
ing the inaugura- 
tion of the "Chosen 
One", the new 
leader of the Grey 
Council. "Please 
forward my 
regards and apolo- 
gize for my 
absence. | trust his 
Holiness will be 
able to attend my 
trial — and execution — for attempting to 
assassinate him," Sinclair said. Delenn is not 
in the mood for this Earth humor. The 
Minbari people have not been told of his 
arrest, but she is sure it will leak out. "I do 
not want to imagine their reaction," Delenn 
replies. Together they try to determine who 
could have put this plot together. Jeff knows 
that he ruffled a lot of feathers while on 
Babylon S and that the Minbari may still con- 
sider him an enemy from the war. The gun 
and map of the coronation route were found 
in his luggage. It looked like a pretty tight 
frame. Jeff ponders whether he should have 
taken this job, rather than staying on B5, 
even as a Civilian. He had friends there . . . 
and Catherine. "Friends. It was a message 
from Babylon 5 that told us an assassin was 
here on Minbar", Delenn said. 

On Babylon 5, Sheridan is talking to 
Senator Hidoshi. Hidoshi seems to believe 
that Sinclair could be guilty; they talk about 
Sinclair's suspicions about the assassination 
plot of President Santiago and ponder 
whether Sinclair may have thought the 
Minbari were behind the plot. Hidoshi also 
tells Sheridan that Psi Corps wants Dexter 
Hall held in isolation and that a Colonel 
Rabock will be coming to B5 to take control 
of the entire operation. Sheridan protests, 
but is quickly overridden by Hidoshi. Since 
this was a matter of Earth Security, Colonel 
Rabock had complete authority. 

Sheridan mentions that Talia Winter claims 
Hall discovered the assassination plot while 
undercover and someone has already tried 
to kill him. Hidoshi doesn't want to listen to 
any more conspiracy theories. He orders 
Sheridan to let Rabock deal with Hall. He 
also says that Ms. Winters should stay away 
from Hall for her own safety. 

This conversation had been overhead by 
Jason Colby. He had tried to finish off Hall 
earlier, but did not. Now he has learned that 
Talia Winters knows something about who is 
in charge of this matter. She will have to die 


Editor’s note: The incidents in this four-part story arc follows the episode “Chrysalis”. 


as well. 

Psi Corps has labeled Dexter Hall a rouge 
— a special agent who has 
turned. Have you ever heard of the rogue 
called "Cypher?", Hidoshi asks. 

In a secluded cabin, Jason Colby reports 
on the situation on Babylon 5. Colby explains 
that when he went to kill Hall, Hall surprised 
him and reached the station telepath before 
collapsing. Colby mentions that he was about 
to kill Winters when he was interrupted. 
"Ms. Winters is Psi-Corps, not Earth Force. 
Don't panic. If they knew something, you 
would already be in custody," the leader said. 
"| just want to get off of Babylon 5 and start 
over," Colby said. Colby is told to stay calm. 
Things would work out. 

On a Babylon 5 core shuttle Sheridan and 
Garibaldi discuss the current situation. 
"Hidoshi said that Dexter is Cypher". "I don't 
believe Hall is a ‘super-criminal’ like Cypher.” 
They both agree to keep this quiet, since 
Cypher is wanted on many planets and both 
didn't want another "Deathwalker" incident. 

"News about Sinclair will break soon. | 
need you back full-time Michael," Sheridan 
said. "I've only known you briefly, but | spent 
years with Jeff. He may have hated the 
Minbari once, but that was a long time ago. 
Since the war, we have been through a lot. 
Here on Babylon 5, he risked his life and 
career for everyone on Babylon 5. Jeff would 
not get involved in any assassination. Now no 
one is lifting a finger to help him. | want to. 
While I'm on restricted duty, | can snoop 
around and find out what happened," 
Garibaldi said. 

With Colonel Rabock arriving on less than 
a day, Michael Garibaldi had to work fast if 
he was going to help clear his friend. Talia 
had seen a man dressed in a security uni- 
form try to kill Hall when she probed him. 
This could put her at risk as well. 

On Minbar, Sinclair is being brought into 
the judicial court building to stand trial. 
Delenn has tried everything to find out what 
link there could be between the smuggled 
weapon and anyone on Minbar. Jeff tells 
Delenn is she really wants to help to start 
with Garibaldi. The weapon was smuggled 
into Sinclair's luggage on Babylon 5. Perhaps 
Garibaldi can turn up something on that end. 

As a crowd of angry Minbari form, Delenn 
is approached by Alit Neroon. "I heard about 
your metamorphosis. | hope you didn't do it 
for Sinclair. You can't save him as you did the 
last time we met," Neroon says. Neroon is 
the head of the prosecution and kept Delenn 
off the tribunal because of her links with 
Sinclair on Babylon 5. 

Talia is attacked by Jason Colby on her way 
back to her quarters. Michael Garibaldi res- 


cues her, but not before she learns, through 
her brief contact with him, that Colby is the 
one trying to kill Hall. In medlab, Hall is fail- 
ing. Sheridan asks Talia to conduct a mind 
probe to help determine what is going on. 
While reluctant, Talia sees events on the 
Chiyoda-Ku, a luxury starliner through Hall's 
eyes. The "homers" are plotting the death of 
President Santiago. One man says that there 
is an even bigger event coming up. He has 
delivered a weapon to someone on Babylon 
5. Hall slips to the communications room, 
but is followed. There is a fierce gun battle 
that ends with Hall opening the exhaust vents 
and expelling the ship's oxygen. Hall escapes 
wearing a breather unit. He drifts in space 
for quite a while before he is picked up by a 
starfury from Babylon 5 and taken to med- 
lab. 

Outside of Babylon 5, Commander Ivanova 
has been trying to stall the arrival of Colonel 
Rabock, at least until Talia has finished her 
probe of Hall. As Rabock insists upon entry 
into the station, Talia leaves Hall feeling that 
he will recover. 

As Hall begins to regain consciousness, he 
dreams about the events on the starliner. 
When he wakes up, he finds a gun pointed at 
his head. He acts defensively, knocking out 
his attacker. Though weak from his wounds, 
he must find another telepath, since he can- 
not speak. He has to tell someone what he 
has learned. 

Sheridan and Garibaldi come to medlab 
and find that the guard watching Hall is 
dead. Talia does not believe Hall killed the 
guard. 

The puzzle was not fitting together very 
well. How did any of this fit in with what was 
happening with Jeffrey Sinclair on Minbar? 

On Minbar, the trial of Ambassador Jeffrey 
Sinclair is about to begin. The Grey Council 
has assembled and are ready to hear the evi- 
dence. 


The Price of Fate (#4, 4/95) 
Writer: Mark Moretti; penciller: Carlos 
Garzon; inker: Rob Leigh 


n Babylon 5, 

Colonel Rabock 
has finally come 
onboard and is 
intent on making 
his point to 
Sheridan that Hall 
was the infamous 
rogue telepath 
"Cypher" — the 
most wanted crimi- 
nal in this sector. 
He insists that 
Sheridan had no 


©1995 DC Comics 


right to let Talia Winters probe him and that 
that probe might have killed him. Sheridan 
insists that he was thoroughly within his 
rights and that Dr. Franklin had been consult- 
ed before the probe was conducted. Hall 
would not have survived anyway and they 
needed whatever information Hall could pro- 
vide. 

Sheridan does not believe Hall is "Cypher" 
but the probe had turned up evidence that 
could help Sinclair. They had to work fast if 
they were going to find the person wandering 
around B5 in a security uniform — the man 
who had tried to kill Hall. 

On Minbar, the trial of Ambassador Sinclair 
has just begun. Alit Neroon addresses the 
court saying that the evidence is very strong 
against him, and that he has not offered a 
shred of evidence in his defense. Sinclair 
pleads innocent to all charges. Delenn 
bursts into the chamber to speak to the tri- 
bunal. Neroon says that she has been 
barred from these proceedings because of 
her known friendship with Sinclair. Delenn 
pleads that she is here in the interest of jus- 
tice and that she has just received informa- 
tion that could exonerate Sinclair. Neroon 
protests that this is highly irregular, but 
Delenn counters with reminding Neroon of 
his own conflict of interest with Sinclair. Their 
first meeting had been less than friendly and 
yet he had not been prohibited from prose- 
cuting the case. Delenn tells the court of 
Talia Winter's discovery of a link between a 
radical group and the assassination attempt. 
Neroon argues that this is just something 
Sinclair's friends have fabricated in an effort 
to clear him. Delenn says that this new evi- 
dence must be heard or the Minbari are no 
better than the barbarous killer that we 
accuse Sinclair of being. 

The council departs to discuss the matter 
in chambers. 

Back on Babylon 5, there is a secret trans- 
mission between Colonel Rabock and a 
masked figure. The figure states that it had 
not been the group's intention to kill the 
Minbari leader; they had intended only on 
forcing Minbar to severe diplomatic ties with 
Earth. Rabock says that Colby will be 
charged with planting the weapon in 
Sinclair's luggage and Rabock will disappear. 
The figure states that Rabock killed Colby's 
wife in order to recruit him for this assign- 
ment and if he ever found out, he would tell 
all. Colby must die. Now. 

In an area downbelow, Colby sits beside an 
exhaust vent and listens to the entire conver- 
sation. He burns with anger as he hears that 
Rabock (or at least that was the name 
Webster was using this time) had killed his 
wife. His life had started to fall apart from 
that point on. He would get even. 

Back in the judicial chambers on Minbar, 
Delenn is telling the Grey Council that the 
Babylon 5 staff was looking for the traitor. 
Though Neroon protests that this is just an 


effort to save Sinclair, the Council decides to 
wait for the completion of the search. They 
warn, however, that if this is a deception, 
hostilities would be renewed against Earth. 
Delenn reminds the Council that killing 
ceased when it was discovered that Minbari 
souls had been reborn in humans and that 
Sinclair had been the first one discovered. 
Neroon disagrees with this entire conviction 
and is still bitter at having suffered defeat 
instead of a glorious victory during the war. 

Back on Babylon 5, Garibaldi is reviewing 
visual logs of ships departing for the Minbari 
system. One log clearly shows someone in a 
maintenance uniform loading a container 
onto Delenn's ship. A close-up reveals that a 
plasma rifle was in the container. Garibaldi 
searches personnel records for identification 
on the man and discovers it is Jason Colby. 

Colonel Rabock, Garibaldi, and Sheridan 
search for Colby. The difference is that 
Rabock wants to kill Colby; Sheridan and 
Garibaldi need him alive to clear Sinclair. 
Colby gets the drop on Rabock in an isolated 
area downbelow. Colby tells Rabock that he 
has detailed recordings that would bring 
everyone involved down. As Sheridan and 
Garibaldi confront the two, Colby takes 
Rabock as a shield and enters a shuttle in an 
effort to leave Babylon 5. Sheridan and 
Garibaldi allow them to leave, but they have 
already alerted starfurys to get them before 
they hit the jumpgate. 

On board the shuttle, Rabock tells Colby 
the drop his weapon. He is really Cypher and 
uses his mental strength to overpower Colby. 
Colby, however, returns fire and the entire 
shuttle bursts into flames. All Sheridan, 
Ivanova and Garibaldi can do is watch from 
the bridge as both the shuttle and Sinclair's 
evidence vaporize. 

Back on Minbar, the council is shown the 
log that indicates an accomplice that smug- 
gled the weapon into Sinclair's container. It 
does not prove Sinclair's innocence however. 

Neroon states that this was obviously a 
conspiracy and the prosecution demands 
that this act of war be responded to in kind. 
The Council is ready to pronounce sentence 
when Sinclair requests a chance to speak. 
Sinclair offers his life in exchange for war 
between the two worlds. Delenn protests, 
but the Council honors the ancient Minbari 
law and the request is granted. 

"The Chosen One" bursts in the room and 
requests silence. He states that all charges 
are being withdrawn and that Sinclair has 
been pardoned. This is his right as leader of 
the Grey Council. He further states that 
since Sinclair was willing to die to prevent 
war, he is satisfied that Sinclair is a good and 
just man. 

Later, Delenn and Sinclair discuss Sinclair's 
strategy in offering his life. Jeff knew that 
they could not kill him since he carries a 
Minbari soul. It was a risk, but a calculated 
one. "You are indeed wise, Jeffrey Sinclair, 


even if you do not believe everything you say," 
Delenn said. "I prefer the term cagey, 
Delenn. In truth | read a lot of Minbari history 
during the long voyage here," Sinclair said. 

It is time for Delenn to depart for Babylon 
5. Jeff gives her a kiss goodbye and says 
that he will miss her. As Delenn ascends the 
entry ramp, her hand covers the place 
where she had been kissed and looks back at 
Ambassador Sinclair one last time before 
departing. 

Back on Babylon 5, Sheridan, Ivanova 
and Garibaldi are talking about how Sinclair 
actually used Minbari laws against them. 
Garibaldi reports that everything is getting 
back to normal on the station. Their discus- 
sion is interrupted by the arrival of Colonel 
Tiffany Rabock, from Earth Force 
Internal Affairs. "| was told you would be 
expecting me," she said. "If you are Colonel 
Rabock, then who . . . ." Garibaldi asks. "You 
were saying, Mr. Garibaldi," Sheridan says. 

On Earth, a shadowy figure is purging com- 
puter files for Jason Colby and Webster 
Thomas. He then begins looking for new can- 
didates to replace them. He states that this 
is only a minor setback. There are many 
other agents and there will be other opportu- 
nities. Somewhere there is a new Cypher to 


be found. Sandra Bruckner 


MICHAEL O'HARE 
TO PARTICIPATE 
IN AIDS WALK 


Men O'Hare will be participating in 
the 10K New York City AIDS Walk on 
May 21, beginning at 9:30 am, to benefit 
the Gay Men Health Crisis Center. 

Michael is asking the science fiction 
community to help him out in raising 
money to fight AIDS. If you would like to 
help support Michael in this worthy cause 
send a check for any amount, made out to 
“AIDS Walk New York” (or cash) to: 
Friends of Michael O'Hare Association, 

PO. Box 6541, Edgemere, MD 21219. If 
you pledge more than $10, sending in 
your name, address, and phone number 
will allow Michael to put you on his list of 
sponsors. All pledges of less than $10 
(hopefully in cash) will be grouped together 
as an overall donation from the members 
of Science Fiction Fandom. Please show 
your support, donations will also be 
accepted anytime after the event. As 
Michael has pointed out, “Every dollar 
helps!” 

The GMHC provides comprehensive ser- 
vices to men, women and children with 
the dreaded disease. For more informa- 
tion contact GMHC, Old Chelsea Station, 
PO. Box, New York, NY 10113-0010; 
212/807-WALK. * 
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s of press time the status of BABYLON 5's third season 

was not yet announced. J. Michael Straczynski had men- 
tioned that things looked encouraging but many details still 
needed to be straightened out between Warner Bros and the 
television stations that carry the series. 

In any case, Joe had noted on GEnie a few things to look 
forward to in the third season. We can expect to see: 

“Several major standing sets, quite large, including a bit of 
redesign of C&C. One of the new regular sets promises to be 
quite impressive . . . and rather quite large. 

We will range further afield from time to time, spending 
more time on Earth, Narn, Mars, Centauri Prime and Minbar, 
among others. 

The introduction of several new recurring characters, one of 
whom we have briefly seen before, another of whom we will have 
seen a couple of times. Exotic and Mysterious. 

Heightened tension, with action forming the crucible for the char- 
acters. Year One was sorta galumphing around the galaxy; year two 
was our characters taking it on the chin; year three would be our 
characters fighting back in a big way. 

Further expanded use of virtual sets, CGI aliens and some new 
grim-cracks we're developing. 

A two-parter that will involve something, and someone, major 
from year one.” 

He also noted the following teaser on GEnie regarding the finale 
for the second season. “Well, folks, we're going to go out with one 
hell of a bang this season. Our last episode has been worked out to 
contain 64 EFX shots, which is four more than was in the entire 2- 
hour pilot. (Some of these shots are combined images to create full 
sequences, as in the plot, but not many). The number and complexi- 
ty of stuff is pretty close to what was contained in the first thirteen 
episodes of year one, all rolled into one. The final sequence is proba- 
bly the single most ambitious scene ever attempted for TV. We're 
either gonna fall on our face big time, or do something quite extra- 
ordinary.” 

Joe and Claudia Christian were recently interviewed on EXTRA 
Online, on America Online (whenever the two of them are put in the 
same room together all hell breaks loose). One fan asked if we will 
be seeing more of Commander Sinclair and Morden. Joe replied, 
“You will definitely will see more of Morden, and we have some inter- 
esting plans for Sinclair.” 

Congratulations to Andrea Thompson and Jerry Doyle on their 
wedding this month. Best wishes from all of us! 

Larry DiTillio has left the BABYLON 5 staff as story editor to pur- 
sue other career opportunities. 

Sci-Fi Talk has released “The Best of Sci-Fi Talk - Volume Two,” 
available for free on cassette tape. In this edition Tony Tellado, the 
show's host, interviews Michael O'Hare, Jerry Doyle, Peter David, 
Siddig El Fadil, Andrew Robinson, and myself. For your free copy 
mail a postcard with you name and address to Sci-Fi Talk, c/o Tony 
Tellado, 283 Chestnut Street, #B-3, Nutley, NJ 07110. 

Warner Bros is running a BABYLON 5 sweepstakes in TV Guide. 
Prizes included a 1995 Chrysler Cirrus LXi, trips to NASA to watch 
a shuttle launch, and B5 hats. * Myki 


THE ZOCALO EXCHANGE 
B5 FANS WANTED 


I have been a loyal watcher of B5 right from the beginning of the 
show’s two hour movie. I was drawn to the show for many reasons, one 
of them of which isn’t Star Trek. I can’t emphasis enough that B5 was a 
breath of fresh air. By the last two seasons of Star Trek: The Next 
Generation, frankly I had become very board with the show. TNG story- 
lines were very repetitive and by the end downright desperate and silly. 
The show perpetuated the myth that humans are the good guys, and with 
their trusty computers there is no problem they can’t solve. I especially 
found the story writers’ dependency on the computer(s) to save the day 
sickening. TNG had it’s place but trying to rewatch a one hour episode 
is a task. Funny, I can’t say that about the Kirk and Spock series, I think 
part of the problem is that in a sense TNG is a kids show at heart. B5 
has from its very beginning had a mature, dark outlook. Remember the 
producers of Star Trek: Deep Space Nine promising a darker series? 
Look what we got. Nothing was promised on BS, but B5 holds water, 
while DS9 in my opinion sinks (or stinks). 

There are many reasons why I love BS, namely stories, less than per- 
fect characters, dark endings, no computer dependency, the intricate 
intertwining of many storylines and a five year story arc, B5 is about 
people and situations/themes which the viewer can relate to. 

As the first season drew to an end with episodes, like “Babylon 
Squared” (I got goose pimples over that one), I heard the disappointing 
news that Michael O’ Hare was leaving the show. I guess I’m just greedy 
but I really liked his character and I had really bought into the five year 
story arc which was supposed to be constructed around his character. As 
an aside wouldn’t it be interesting if we could find out what J. Michael 
Straczynski’s original storyline for Sinclair’s character was before the 
change? Michael certainly brought a special quality to the show. Re- 
watching the first season’s episodes you can see many allusions to his- 
torical/past references (i.e. “Infection” Garibaldi alludes to his earlier 
adventure with Sinclair in a desert . . .etc.) which not only compliment- 
ed and enriched the character of Sinclair but also lent themselves to 
future storylines to be picked up and expanded upon. 


Linda Tresham, Gloucester, ON, Canada 


I watch the show every single week (even if it is a rerun). My favorite 
character is Susan Ivanova — Claudia Christian. Claudia is a great 
actress, she is my favorite actress. I have some of her movies on video 
cassette. She’s wonderful. 

Harry Forvour Jr., Alamogordo, NM 


Editor’s note: We agree, Ivanova is God! 


I just get more and more impressed with J. Michael Straczynski with 
every viewing of my favorite episodes — with the whole “work of art,” 
really! The series has a unity about it that interweaves plot, character, 
acting, directing, music, sets, costumes, etc. — and some wonderful 
“throw-away” stuff (like Refa and Londo discussing the attack on the 
Narn colony, and — so appropriate — a Narn walking along behind them, 
totally oblivious at the moment to the fact that his entire life is about to 
be changed forever). It’s the details, and the extra few seconds to dwell 
on people’s reactions, exchanged meaningful looks, etc., that I love. Not 
to mention the “adult” dialogue — God, what a relief to hear/see people 
act and talk with maturity, occasional insight, normal irritability, or 


compassion. 
Lana Merkel, Palmer, MA 


Looking for other Earth Forcers in Grid Theta — Toronto, Canada area — for discussions, get-togethers and 
more. Write: Sharon Lowachee, 6603 Tenth Line West, Mississauga, ON, L5N 5L5, Canada. 


MERCHANDISE 


Only the Finest in Earth Literature! The Space-Crime Continuum Sci-Fi/Mystery bookstore opens June 2, 1995 in Northampton, MA. Call 413/584-0994 


for more information. 


Send SASE for Free Catalog of B5 and Sci-Fi related items. Pegasus Publishing, Scott Merritt, 2501 W. Sublet Road #800, Arlington, TX 76017. 
Read BABYLON 5 fan Michael Burstein’s first science fiction story, “TeleAbsence,” in the July '95 issue of ANALOG (available in late May). 


